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firm and sandy, and fitted for the evolutions of his chariots,
he halted and arraved his troops ready for battle. His 200
elephants were drawn up in front of the infantry about one
plethron, or 100 feet apart, and the chariots and cavalry were
placed on the flanks. By this arrangement, the front of the
army facing north-east must have occupied an extent of about
4 miles, from the bank of the river to near LakhnawMi, the
centre of the line being, 35 nearly as possible, on the site of the
present town of Mong. Around this place the soil is "firm and
sound;" but towards the north-east, where Alexander encoun-
tered the 3Toung Indian prince, the surface is covered with a hard
red clay, which becomes both heavy and slippery after rain.1

When Alexander saw the Indian army drawn up in battle
array, he halted to wait for his infantry, and to reconnotire
the enemy's position. As he was much superior to Poms in
cavalry, he resolved not to attack the centre, where the
formidable line of elephants were supported by masses of
infantry, but to fall upon both flanks and throw the Indians
into disorder. The right wing, led by Alexander himself, drove
back the enemy's horse upon the line of elephants, which
then advanced and kept the Macedonians in check for some
time. "Wherever Porus saw cavalry advancing, he opposed
elephants, but these slow and unwieldy animals could not
keep pace with the rapid evolutions of the horse/1* At length
the elephants, wounded and frightened rushed madly
about, trampling down friends as well as foes. Then the
small body of Indian horse being surrounded, was overpowered
by the Macedonians, and nearly all slain ; and the large
mass of Indian infantry, which still held out, being
vigorously attacked on all sides by the victorious horse,
broke their ranks and fled. Then, says Arrian,3 "Kraterus,

1.   I speak from actual observation of the field of Chilianwala for
some days after the battle, when the country had been deluged with rain.
Both battles were fought on the same ground, between the town of Mong
and the southern end of the Pabhi hills.
2.   Curtius, Vita Alex., viii 14,27.         3,   'Anabasis,1 v. IS.